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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IE Claim(s) 1-10 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. The Code of Federal Regulations, Title 37, (37 CFR) is 
publication which may be obtained from the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. If applicant intends to continue prosecution of this 
application, pro se, after a careful review of this action, he 
is strongly advised to obtain a copy of the most recent version 
of that publication and become familiar with all requirements of 
form and substance before preparing a response to this action. 

2. (a) A patent by its very nature is affected with a public 
interest. The public interest is best served, and the most 
effective patent examination occurs when, at the time an 
application is being examined, the Office is aware of and 
evaluates the teachings of all information material to 
patentability. Each individual associated with the filing and 
prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor and 
good -faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to 
disclose to the Office all information known to that individual 
to be material to patentability as defined in this section. The 
duty to disclose information exists with respect to each pending 
claim until the claim is cancelled or withdrawn from 
consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Information 
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material to the patentability of a claim that is cancelled or 
withdrawn from consideration need not be submitted if the 
information is not material to the patentability of any claim 
remaining under consideration in the application* There is no 
duty to submit information which is not material to the 
patentability of any existing claim. The duty to disclose all 
information known to be material to patentability is deemed to 
be satisfied if all information known to be material to 
patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by the 
Office or submitted to the Office in the manner prescribed by 
§ 1.97(b) - (d) and 1.98. However, no patent will be granted on 
an application in connection with which fraud on the Office was 
practiced or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated 
through bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Office 
encourages applicants to carefully examine: 

. _ (1 ) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign 

patent office in a counterpart application, and 

(2) the closest information over which individuals 
associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent 
application believe any pending claim patentably defines, to 
make sure that any material information contained therein is 
disclosed to the Office. 

(b) Under this section, information is material to 
patentability when it is not cumulative to information already 
of record or being made of record in the application, and 

(1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with 
other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of a 
claim; or 

(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position 
the applicant takes in: 
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(i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability 
relied on by the Office, or 

(ii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A prima facie case of unpatentability is established when the 
information compels a conclusion that a claim is unpatentable 
under the preponderance of evidence, burden-of -proof standard, 
giving each term in the claim its broadest reasonable 
construction consistent with the specification, and before any 
consideration is given to evidence which may be submitted in an 
attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of patentability. 

(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution 
of a patent application within the meaning of this section are: 

(1) Each inventor named in the application; 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes 
the application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved 
in the preparation or prosecution of the application and who is 
associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone 
to whom there is an obligation to assign the application. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor 
may comply with this section by disclosing information to the 
attorney, agent, or inventor. 37 CFR 1.56 

Sped fi cation 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title 
is required that is clearly indicative of the invention to which 
the claims are directed. 



The following title is suggested: --Game Table with Curved 
Playing Surface--. 

4. In order to minimize the necessity in the future for 
converting dimensions given in the English system of 
measurements to the metric system of measurements when using 
printed patents as research and prior art search documents, the 
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metric (SI) units should be followed by the equivalent English 

units. See MPEP § 608.01. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant 
regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 1-10 are rejected as failing to define the invention 
in the manner required by 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 

The claims are narrative in form and replete with 
indefinite and functional or operational language. The 
structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly and 
positively specified. The structure must be organized and 
correlated in such a manner as to present a complete operative 
device. The claims must be in one sentence form only. Note the 
format of the claims in the patents cited. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §§ 102 and 103 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Number 5,398,926 (Skinner) . 

Regarding claims 1-6, insofar as the scope of the claims 
can be understood, Skinner notes on column 2, lines 8-26, that 
Soviet patent number 1,556,699 discloses a table tennis top 
capable of being used in the water and includes a concave 
playing surface and a net. Applicant is reminded that prior art 
meeting the structural limitations of the claims and that is 
inherently capable of performing the intended use fully meets 
the claims under 35 USC 102. 

Regarding claims 7 and 8 , Figure 1 of Skinner shows a 
curved surface and net which is inherently capable of resting on 
the ground. 

10. Claims 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Skinner as applied above. 
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Regarding claim 9, table tennis tables are old and well- 
known in the art to be made with two separate halves. 

Regarding claim 10, table tops are inherently capable of 
rolling . 

Conclusion 

11. If applicant decides to continue prosecution of this 
application there are a number of requirements and an additional 
number of further options . 

a. Applicant is required to: 

i. request reconsideration; 

ii. respond to every ground of rejection and 
objection noted in this action; and, 

iii. argue the patentability of each claim by pointing 
out how it is not considered to be indefinite and how it 
avoids the prior art when applied alone or in combination 
against it. 37 CFR 1.111(b). 

b. Applicant is allowed to, among other things: 

i. request that the correction of formal matters be 
held in abeyance until allowable subject matter has been 
indicated (if this action includes and indication of 
allowable subject matter, such as by including a suggested 
claim, applicant must correct all formal matters, except 
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for drawing corrections indicated on PTO Form 94 8 which may 
be delayed until any proposed drawing changes have been 
approved) ; 

ii. amend any or all of the present claims (see 37 
CFR 1.121 for procedures for amending claims); 

iii. cancel any or all of the present claims; and, 

iv. add one or more new claims (if the number of 
claims - total and/or independent - remaining in this case 
after a response is entered will exceed the number 
previously paid for, an additional fee will be required and 
such additional fee must accompany the response) . 

12. In accordance with 1173 OG 13, any response to this Office 

action should be addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Any appropriate Special Box designation as currently listed 
in each issue of the Official Gazette should also be used. Note 
also 37 CFR 1.2. 

1.2 Business to be transacted in writing. 

All business with the Patent and Trademark 
Office should be transacted in writing. The personal 
attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents 
at the Patent and Trademark Office is unnecessary. 
The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be 
based exclusively on the written record in the 
Office. No attention will be paid to any alleged oral 
promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to 
which there is disagreement or doubt. 
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13 . The following are suggested formats for either a 
Certificate of Mailing or Certificate of Transmission under 37 
CFR 1.8(a) . The certification may be included with all 
correspondence concerning this application or proceeding to 
establish a date of mailing or transmission under the Rules. 
Proper use of this procedure will result in such communication 
being considered as timely if the established date is within the 
required period for response. The Certificate should be signed 
by the individual actually depositing or transmitting the 
correspondence or by an individual who, upon information and 
belief, expects the correspondence to be mailed or transmitted 
in the normal course of business by another no later than the 
date indicated. 

Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in 
an envelope addressed to : 

Commissioner for Patents 

PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

on . 

(Date) 

Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 



Signature": " 



Certificate of Transmission 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to 

the United States Patent and Trademark Office, Fax No. (703) - 

on . 

(Date) 

Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 



Signature : 
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Please refer to 37 CFR 1.6(d) and 1.8(a) (2) for filing 
limitations concerning facsimile transmissions and mailing, 
respectively. 

14. It would be of great assistance to the Office if all 
incoming papers pertaining to a filed application carried the 
following items: 

a. Application number (checked for accuracy, including 
series code and serial number) . 

b. Group art unit number (copied from most recent Office 
communication) . 

c. Filing date. 

d. Name of the examiner who prepared the most recent 
Office action. 

e. Title of invention. 

15. Telephone inquiries regarding the status of applications or 
other general questions, by persons entitled to the information, 
"should be directed to the group clerical personnel and not to 
the examiners. In as much as the official records and 
applications are located in the clerical section of the 
examining groups, the clerical personnel can readily provide 
status information without contacting the examiners' 7 . MPEP § 
203.08. The Group clerical receptionist number is (703) 308- 
1148. 

If in receiving this Office Action it is apparent to 
applicant that certain documents are missing, e.g., copies of 
references cited, form PTO-1449, form PTO-892, etc., requests 
for copies of such papers of other general questions should be 
directed to Technology Center 3700 Customer Service at (703) 
308-5648 or CustomerService3 7 0Q@uspto.gov . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Raleigh 
Chiu whose telephone number is (703) 308-2247. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday - Thursday . 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Tom Hughes, can be 
reached on (703) 308-1806. 
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The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Other helpful telephone numbers are listed for applicant' s 
benefit . 



Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 



Allowed Files and Publication 
Assignment Branch 
Certificates of Correction 
Drawing Corrections/Draftsman 
Fee Increase Questions 
Petitions/Special Programs 
Information Help Line 
Internet PTO-Home Page 



(703) 305-5125 
(703) 305-9282 
(800) 786-9199 
www .uspto .gov 



(703) 305-8497 
(703) 308-9723 
(703) 305-8309 



(703) 305-8404/8335 




Raleigh Chiu 
Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 3 7 00 



RWC:dei :feif 
17 March 2004 



